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Frank Jones, Senior Vice President of PolyGram/Nashville, recently announ- 
ced the signing of Len Wade to the country division. Wade’s debut single 
for Mercury/PolyGram is a Ben Peters’ tune entitled ‘Close Enough To 
Love.” Wade, a Birmingham native and self-taught musician plays piano, 
drums, guitar, bass and trumpet. He has performed with the likes of Herbie 


Hancock, Sam & Dave, Count 


Basie and Brenda Lee. 


Pictured from left to right at Soundstage Studios are: (sitting) Brenda Lee 
& Len Wade; (standing) Ronnie Shacklett (manager), Jerry Kennedy 
(producer) and Frank Jones Sr. Vice President of PolyGram/Nashville. 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
INQUIRER 


Covering the Country and 
Gospel Entertainment World 


Director of 
Circulation WATANNA ARMES 
Office Manager GRACE HALL 
Accounting TONI EDENS 
Columnistse s.carester acai BOBBIE SMITH 
: JAMES SATTERWHITE 
Advertising Director .... JOHN J. PALMER 
Advertising Sales Reps. ... STAN BAILEY 
RICCI ANGEL 
JEFF CORDES 
Nashville 
Distribution JOHN J. PALMER 
JEFF PALMER 
National Distribution CAPITOL DIST. 
Art Direction/ 
Typography/ Design BEV LACY 
RUSTY CHEST 


THE COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER is 
published monthly by C.M.I. News Co., 1300 
Division Street, Suite 205, Nashville, TN 37203. 
Application to mail at second class postage rates 
is pending at Nashville, TN. 


**Postmaster: Send address changes to the 
Country Music Inquirer, 1300 Division St., 
Suite 205, Nashville, TN 37203. (615) 255-6090 


Subscription Rates: U.S.A. $13.50 a year. 





IFCO Show June 8th 


The International Fan Club Organi- 
zation’s 17th annual show promises to 
uphold the tradition of being one of the 
best of Fan Fair week in its new Friday 
night time slot. 

Having been staged on Wednesday 
during its first 16 years (four years in 
conjunction with the annual Opry 
Birthday Celebration in the fall, before 
Fan Fair was launched in 1972), the 
June 8th presentation at the Tennessee 
State Fair Grounds will assure music 
enthusiasts of a superb wind-up to a 
music-and-fun-filled week in Nashville. 

The Oak Ridge Boys will headline the 
84 IFCO Show, climaxing their annual 
party for members of the ORB Fan Club 
who will receive tickets to the IFCO 
Dinner and Show as a part of their 
“set together’. 

Also committed to perform are Gary 
Morris (featured guest), Loretta Lynn, 
Razzy Bailey, Margo Smith and Darrell 
Clanton. Additional acts will be 
announced shortly. As always, the 
presentation of a surprise guest and the 
annual Tex Ritter Award will round-out 
the evening. 

Emcees will be Jarrett Day, KSO 
Radio/Des Moines, IA., and Lee 
Shannon, KWKH Radio/Shreveport, 
LA. Producer/coordinator is Loudilla 
Johnson. Joe Bob Barnhill will serve as 
assistant to the producer. 


INQUIRER 


June 4-10: 


More than 50 of the top names in 
country music are scheduled to perform 
at the 13th annual International 
Country Music Fan Fair. 

In addition, dozens of other enter- 
tainers are planning their exhibits and 
making time in their busy schedules to 
visit with their fans during the hectic 
Fan Fair week. 

Final arrangements are near com- 
pletion. The 1984 celebration of 
country music will begin Monday, June 
4 with a Bluegrass Show and wind up 
Sunday, June 10 with the Grand Masters 
Fiddling Championship. 

Attendance has grown steadily since 
the first Fan Fair, held in 1972. The fan 
registration for this year’s extravaganza 
already exceeds last year’s total as of 
May 1. The $55 per person registration 
fee includes daily admittance to the 
exhibits, admission to the Country 
Music Hall of Fame, Opryland U.S.A., 
The Ryman Auditorium, the All- 
American Country Games, three 
*‘chuckwagon”’ lunches, as well as 30 
hours of concerts by some of country 
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13th Annual Fan Fair 
Promises To Be Biggest 


music’s most popular performers. 

The continuing popularity of Fan Fair 
is due in part to the unique opportunity 
fans have to interact personally with 
their favorite entertainer. In addition the 
shows are exciting and professionally 
produced. ‘ 

This year the All-American Country 
Games Captains are Brenda Lee, 
Richard Sterban and Lee Greenwood. 
Fun and frivolity abound as the three 
teams, made up of country stars, com- 
pete in athletic events. Proceeds benefit 
the Tennessee Special Olympics. The 
games are located at the Vanderbilt 
Stadium. 

Registration and information packets 
will be available at the Fairgrounds on 
Monday, June 4. Although some tickets 
will be available on site, officials strong- 
ly suggest advance reservations, as the 
demand for tickets is even greater this 
year than in the past. 

For more information on this one-of- 
a-kind- event, call 615-889-7503, or 
write Fan Fair, 2804 Opryland Drive, 
Nashville, TN 37214. 


The tentative schedule and line up of the 
1984 Fan Fair is as follows: 


00 pm-10:00 pm 
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CMA International Show 


Eight outstanding country perfor- 
mers from 12 nations will be featured on 
the Country Music Association’s Inter- 
national Show, set for June 6 from 10:00 
am - Noon at the Tennessee State Fair- 
grounds in Nashville as part of the 13th 
Annual Country Music Fan Fair. 

This marks the 14th year CMA has 
utilized the International Show to spot- 
light artists from outside the United 
States. 

CMA Executive Director Jo Walker- 
Meador points out the importance of 
the International Show to developing 
talent: ‘‘With more than 17,000 country 
fans expected to attend Fan Fair, the Inter- 
national Show is considered the most pres- 
tigious opportunity available in the United 
States for international country artists. The 
presence of many music industry profes- 
sionals and coverage of the event by media 
from around the world also add value to an 
artist’s appearance at Fan Fair.” 

Claudia/"“Big Hand’’/Casino com- 
bines three of Norway’s top country 
music talents. ‘Big Hand” Johansen is an 
established artist with roots in tra- 
ditional country music. Casino Steel has 
performed with several British rock 
groups. Claudia Scott is a newcomer 
showing tremendous promise. The 
trio’s new album, “Will The Circle Be 
Unbroken”, combines the  group’s 
original material with classic country 
songs from Nashville. 

Australia’s Jade Hurley has been 
performing professionally since he was 
16, when he first appeared on that 
country’s rock program, ‘Six O’Clock 
Rock”’. He now has a regular segment on 
a nationally syndicated television show. 
Hurley’s past four albums have all 
reached gold or platinum status in 
Australia. Having succeeded on Aus- 
tralia’s cabaret circuit, Hurley is noted 
both on and off stage for wearing his 
extraordinary jewelry. His high-energy 
performances have earned him wide 
popularity, as evidenced by his repre- 
sentation of Australia at the Inter- 
national Musexpo. 

The success of Suzanne Prentice, 
from New Zealand, is demonstrated by 
the four Australasian Country Music 
Awards she has won. Most recently, her 
top-selling “One Day At A Time” won 
Record of the Year. The recording has 
reached triple platinum status in Aus- 
tralasian sales. Previously, Prentice won 
three Australasian Country Music 
Awards as Top Female Vocalist, first 
winning this award at age 14 in 1973. 

Albert Hall’s accelerating popularity 
in Canada is already on the verge of 
sweeping across the border into the 
United States, and the International 
Show will no doubt be a boost in that 
direction. In just over two years his first 
two singles, ‘Sentimental Part’? and 
“Modern Day Love Song’, have hit the 
top 10 on the charts, the latter attaining 
top adult contemporary radio airplay. 
Hall has sold out the prestigious Town 


Hall, St. Lawrence Centre, Toronto. 


Importantly, he has demonstrated a 


knack for getting his talent exposed on | 


television, including Global Television’s 
U.S.-syndicated ‘‘That’s Life’’ and CBC- 
TV’s “Maclean At Large” and "Country 
In My Soul’’. 


Czechoslovakia is increasingly gaining 
recognition as a breeding ground for 
country artists. The group Plavci hails 
from that nation and will make its first 
major American appearance on the 
International Show, bringing its effec- 
tive blend of Czech and American 
country influences together for an 
American audience. 

From nearby West Germany, the six- 
piece band Western Union is disting- 
uished for its appearances on Waylon 
Jennings’ tour of Germany. Last year, 
the group represented West Germany at 
the Euro Country Music Festival, held 
in Holland. There, Western Union was 
presented the Bronze Star Television 
Award. Also in 1983, the group per- 
formed at a three-day Country Festival 
in Mragowo, Poland. Proving that 
country music knows no boundaries, 
the band has been invited to perform 
again at the 1984 Mragowo Festival. 
The group has recorded John Ander- 
son’s hit “‘Swingin”’ in German and has 
an album ‘Western Union—Live”’ in 
English. 


Tommy Dell has been one of the top 
country artists in the Republic of South 
Africa for more than a decade. In recent 
years, he has been on of the leading 
artists on the annual “Keep It Country” 
show, which draws a live audience of up 
to 60,000 fans. Dell is versatile, having 
fronted his own jazz combo, performed 
in satirical revues, comedy and opera. 


‘But, Country Music is the object of his 


true devotion. Dell is a songwriter as 
well as a performer and his formal music 
training enables him to arrange and pro- 
duce his own albums, all but one of 
which have reached gold status in South 
Africa. 

A connection between Hawaiian 
music and country music is being 
bridged by Melveen Leed. Her pro- 
fessional performing career spans the 
musical spectrum, including jazz, pop, 
rhythm and blues, gospel and big band. 
She even performed with the Glenn 
Miller Orchestra in Honolulu in 1966 
and, in 1969-70, performed on the S.S. 
Lurline luxury liner. But her love for 
country music has steered her recent 
efforts in that direction. Leed now has 
numerous highly-acclaimed country 
albums that feature such noted Nash- 
ville musicians as Harold Bradley and 
Hargus ‘‘Pig’’ Robbins. Her efforts have 
gained her recognition as ‘Hawaii’s 
First Lady of Hawaiian Country Music” 
from the state governor and have won 
her numerous awards. 


While in Nashville for the Inter- 


national Show, some of the inter- 


national artists will perform in Nashville 
clubs and be featured on local television 
and radio shows. 

These eight artists, selected from 
among 70 entrants from 12 countries, 
represent some of the best country 
music from abroad. 

Fan Fair, co-sponsored by CMA and 
the Grand Ole Opry, is held the second 
week of June. This week-long event 
offers a unique opportunity for the fans 
to visit the booths of their favorite enter-- 
tainers to obtain autographs and photos 
and see over 30 hours of concerts. 
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Hag’s Ole Nag 





The Worlds Only Songwriters Golf Tourney 
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Loretta Buys Out Conway 





NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE: "I use to 
be known as ‘Hag’s Ole Nag’ joked 
Merle WHaggard’s ex-wife Leona 
Williams. The gorgeous brunette took 
the stage at a Nashville night spot and 
captured the hearts of some 200 patrons 
with her charismatic singing style and 
infectious sense of humor. Leona is the 
author of Merle’s newest hit single 
"When Things Are Good (I’m Going To 
Leave You)’’ and also his million seller 
“You Take Me For Granted’? which I 
imagine the poor (joosely speaking) 
feller did, as Leona is now building a 
new and separate life in Music City. 
When she is not on tour Leona can be 
found in a plush Music Row office head- 
ing up her new publishing company 
“Loveshine Music’, that she recently 
opened with old friend George Jones. 

Belated congratulations to back-up 
singer Vera Lakey Morgan on her 
marriage to piano player John Morgan. 
Vera and John are both with the Leona 
Williams road show. 


J 
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The year 1949 saw Don Winters as 
a Golden Gloves Boxing Champion. A 
few years back he had some big chart 
records, including, ‘Do Me A Favor’’, 
“That's All I Need” and "Shake Hands 
With A Loser’. For some 20 years Don 
sang harmony on many of Marty 
Robbins’ records and traveled with him 
on his road shows. Don is also the most 
widely known and accomplished 
yodeler, whether it be the slower, laid- 
back cowboy yodel or the faster Swiss 
yodel. 

In any case, Don can really yodel his 
boots off! For the past year he has been 
part of the band for Ronny Robbins, 
but a lifelong dream of working with his 
two sons, Dennis and Donnie, has 
finally been realized. In addition to 
being extremely talented musicians and 
singers, all three are successful song- 
writers, and have had cuts by Gary 
Stewart, Carl Smith, The Louvin 
Brothers, Carl Butler, and Marty 
Robbins. 





She may be ‘'Hag’s ole Nag’, but Leona Williams is one of the most 
beautiful and talented women singers in country music today. 





It’s agreed that the Winters are all winners! Shown, from left, Dennis 


Winters, Donnie Winters, Bobby Sykes and Don Winters. 


You can watch for their latest album 
“The Yodling King’”’ now being offered 
over TV. For fan club information you 
can write to Don, Dennis or Donnie at 
Box 2227, Nolensville, TN 37135. 


Now the Scene Shifts To: 


Doris Yvonne Duckworth Tillis, | 
ex-wife of st-st-stuttering singer Mel | 


Tillis (Lonnie Melvin Tillis, also 
known as Gus) says her former hus- 
band’s star has risen considerably since 
the couple divorced seven years ago. She 
has asked the local courts to persuade 
Mel to let loose of a little more dough. 
The former Mrs. Tillis was wed to Mel 
for 20 years and currently is receiving 
$5,000 a month in alimony, also an 
additional $400 a month for each of 
their five children living at home; 
$50,000 a year for five years, $30,000 
to cover legal fees; the deed to the 
couple’s plush Brentwood (suburb of 
Nashville) home and personal items 
priced at $150,000. 


However, court records show Mel is 
now earning more than eight times his 
1975 income or roughly one-and-a-half 
million dollars a year. Aside from earn- 
ings from his royalties, the former straw- 
berry picker owns stock in three cor- 
porations: Sawgrass Music Co.; Sabal 
Co. and Tillis Communications. 


“Mrs. Tillis is 42 years old and un- 
employed”, pleaded her attorney “‘and 
should be allowed a greater share of Mr. 
Tillis’s earnings.”’ 


By the way, Mel’s autobiography 
tentatively titled “Stutterin’ Boy’’ is due . 
out in mid spring from Curtis Brown, 
Ltd. Assisting in the semi-tell-all 
writings is novelist Walter Wager. 


I love pickers’ dept: 

Each month the CMI will feature a 
working musician that travels with a 
major entertainer. Our first choice and 
a big bouquet of magnolias goes to that 
gorgeous Texan Charlie Carter, guitar- 
ist for the Tammy Wynette Show. 

Charlie has worked with and fronted 
several main acts, most recently George 
Jones and for the past seven years, 
Tammy Wynette. Charlie is a tall, 
dark-headed, well-mannered and 
supremely gifted picker. He is also a 
songwriter with a divine grin that has 
caused many a cowgirl to swoon in her 
seat. Charlie lives in Nashville, enjoys 
the outdoors (except when he’s playing 
Keno in Las Vegas) and seeing his 
friends when not on the road. But, best 
of all girls, Charlie is single! 


Conway Twitty and 
Loretta Lynn Dissolve 
Partnership: 


Country Star Loretta Lynn is now 
assuming full ownership of United 
Talent, Inc., (a booking agency) 
following Conway Twitty’s relin- 
quishment of his 50% interest in the 
agency. Dave Schuder is in charge of 
the operation located near Music Row. 
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Veteran entertainer Ernest Tubb talks with Vera Lakey Morgan of the 
Leona Williams road show. (See column on items about both Ernest and Vera). 


40 Years With a Legend: 


Congratulations to Norma Barthel, . 


who for 40 years has headed up the 
Ernest Tubb Fan Club. This is, | 
believe, a record of sorts, unmatched by 
perhaps no other fan club in country 
music. Positive proof in what people say 
about country music fans...they are the 
most loyal in the world! 

Norma says she is planning a 40th 
anniversary celebration in Nashville, 
possibly during October’s Country 
Music Month festivities and is hoping 
that Ernest’s health will improve enough 
for him to attend. Also, the long awaited 
book about Ernest’s early life is now in 
the offing and will come out sometime 
this year. Fan club members from as far 
away as Canada and several other 


countries are expected to attend the 


celebration. 


Jerry Lee’s in the hospital: 


Piano wizard Jerry Lee Lewis, 48, 
was rushed by ambulance from his home 
in Nesbit, MS. to a Memphis hospital 
recently where he was treated for an 


apparent overdose of muscle relaxers. | 


Jerry Lee, nicknamed ‘The Killer” for 


his numerous run-ins with the law, has | 


been troubled by a variety of illnesses 


since undergoing serious stomach sur- 
gery in 1981. David Whitten, a mem- 
ber of Jerry Lee’s road crew, said ‘‘I think 
the stomach operation might have caused a 
pinched nerve, which is causing him to 
have trouble with his shoulder. He can play 
the piano, but he does have trouble with it 
after a show. I think the main thing was he 
couldn’t control his shaking.” Please get 
well real soon, Jerry Lee. 


Hank Snow awarded 
“The Tree of Life’’: 


Hank Snow, international enter- 
tainer and one of the most beloved and 
respected stars of The Grand Ole 
Opry, was the recipient of the Tree Of 
Life Award. 

The Tree of Life is an annual award 
given by the National Jewish Fund to 
a public figure that has contributed his 
time and talents to his community and 
the world around him. Hank is the first 
entertainer in the music industry to be 
honored by the Jewish Fund. Last year’s 
winner was Tenn. Sen. Jim Sasser. The 
money grant must go to a project of his 
choice in Israel. 

By the way, The Hank Snow Inter- 
national Foundation For Preven- 
tion of Child Abuse and Neglect of 
Children, Inc. has a new mailing ad- 
dress. Anyone wanting to get in touch 
with the foundation or make a contri- 
bution should contact Mr. Snow at P.O. 
Box 434, Madison, TN 37116 or phone 
615-865-1916. 


13th Annual International 
Country Music Fan Fair, 
June 4th — 10th: 


Nashville is expecting more than 
18,000 country music fans during the 
week of Fan Fair and I’m hoping one of 
them will be you! The festivities start on 
Monday, June 4 at the fairgrounds and 
wind down Sunday, June 10. I’ll be 
parked in a booth out there somewhere 
(don’t know the booth number at this 
time) knee-deep in cowboy boots and 
country music. Please stop by and see 
me... I’m looking forward to meeting 
you! 


Quick Shots | of Celebrities: 


Opry star Jim Ed Brown was recent- 
ly instrumental in making a dream come 
true for five-year old Josh Campbell of 
Williamson County, TN. Josh, a victim 
of cystic fibrosis-;who’ physicians say 
has only months to live-wanted to see 
Disney World. After Josh’s story ap- 
peared in the Nashville newspapers, Jim 
Ed offered to furnish the airfare and 
even go along with little Josh and his 
grandparents. 

Jim Ed know’s first hand what the 
Campbell family is going through, for he 


‘too has a relative with cystic fibrosis. 


Through community efforts headed by 
Bill and Jill Ashworth and so many 
other giving people, they were able to 
raise more than $6,000 to help out on 


the huge medical bills that have been 


5 


“7 


incurred. Our hearts and prayers here 
at the Country Music Inquirer go out to 
little Josh, and to all of those wonderful 
people who offered their help, whether 
it be through prayer or financial contri- 
butions. 


Least Favorite Album: 
Jim Reeves “Special 
Collection” on 


RCA Records: 


“Special Collections’”’ could also have 
been titled ‘The Bottomless Pit Of Un- 
released Treasures From The Jim Reeves 
Vault Of Golden Oldies.”” Just another 
commercial attempt to keep a memory 
alive. Great idea, but you’ll have to be a 
devout Jim 2eeves fan to find any merit 
in this one. 





Country Music Inquirer columnist Bobbi Smith congratulates Grand Ole 
Opry star Hank Snow on his recent award. 


Barbara’s In The Movies: 


Our own super entertainer Barbara 
Mandrell is busy filming her very first 
television movie 
Campbell counties, TN. ‘‘Coal Fire’’ is 
a gangbusters type story of a geologist 
(played by Barbara) who goes to a small 
town to try to help its citizens in control- 

| ling a coal fire burning under their town. 
| The story line doesn’t sound terribly 
interesting to me, however, Barbara 
chose this script herself, and knowing 
that, it’s got to be a winner! The two 
hour television-movie is being produced 
and directed for CBS by Gilbert Cates. 


His first Tennessee movie was ‘‘Country 


Gold” and then “The Johnny Cash’ 


Christmas Special’’ last year. 


in Anderson and 


Exile’s New Album 
On Epic Records: 


Step aside, Oak Ridge Boys: look 
out, Alabama: here comes Exile. What 
a great, action-packed album from this 
exciting new threat to the “country 
throne”. Features some _ exceptional 
vocals by Les Taylor (a Lee Green- 
wood sound-alike) and group leader, 
J.P. Pennington. 


The album also has instrumental guest 
shots from Ricky Skaggs and the real 
Lee Greenwood. No sense picking fav- 
orite cuts on this album...they’re all 
winners. A strong contender for ‘Album 
Of The Year’ honors, along with my 
first choice “Bill Monroe And Friends’’. 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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Songwriter Jerry Chesnut sponsors an annual golf tourney to benefit the 


Nashville Songwriters International Association. 


(Continued from Page 5) 


The third annual Jerry Chestnut 
Open/Closed Golf Tournament will 
be off and running at 9 a.m., Thursday, 
May 31st at the beautiful Nashboro 
Village in Nashville, TN. The tourna- 
ment, which benefits the Nashville 
Songwriters Foundation will again be 
headed up by some of the biggest names 
of professional songwriters in the 
business. 

Mary Reeves Davis, Vanderbilt 
University Basketball Coach C.M. 
Neton and Auburn Coach Sonny 
Smith will be in attendance, along with 
the greatest guitarist in the world, Chet 
Atkins. Canadian Ronnie Prophet 
will be back again this year, and so will 
Henry Strzelecki who is one of the 
founders of the ‘Nashville Pickers’’, 
also veteran songwriters like Billy Ed 
Wheeler, (‘‘Coward Of The County’), 
Roger Cook ("I Want To Teach The 
World To Sing’’), Pee Wee King (‘‘Ten- 
nessee Waltz’), Ed Bruce (‘Mama 
Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up To Be 
Cowboys”), and Dickie Lee (‘She 
Thinks I Still Care’) just to name a few 
early participants. 

Jerry has had half-a-dozen cuts re- 
corded by Elvis Presley, also hits by 
George Jones (‘‘Good Year For The 
Roses’’), Faron Young (‘It’s Four In The 


Morning’’) and many others. When con-, 


tacted at his Joelton, TN home (suburb 
of Nashville) Jerry told me, “I have seen a 
lot of tournaments of country music people 
but they soon wind up with very few actual 
music people, this golf tournament is to cele- 
brate country music and hit songs, every 
four-some is a hit song four some. For 
instance if President Ronald Reagan was 
playing in the Dickie Lee foursome, it 
would be called ‘She Thinks I Still Care’’ 
foursome and not the President Reagan 
foursome!”’ 

For more information you may con- 


tact Bonnie Bucy, 1300 Division St., 
Nashville, TN 37203 or call 615-242- 
8234. 


Just Another Rumor? 


It has been voiced privatey in Music 
City that everybody’s favorite singer/ 
actor/songwriter Kris Kristofferson 
(“Why Me Lord,” “Me And Bobby 
McGee’) will soon be in the news as a 
result of a paternity suit that will be filed 
against him from a local woman. 
Rumors abound here in Nashville... 
we’re hoping it’s just that....a rumor. 


Thanks For the Letters: 


Thanks for the nice letter from 
Annette Shuley from Belton, SC. I 
hope to do a story in the near future on 
your favorite star, Connie Smith. To 
Ann M. Holmes of Albany, NY, 
we’re proud to have you among our 
country fans and hope you have received 
your Marty Robbins reprint (April 
CMI issue). I’ve written volumes on 
Waylon and Jessi, but will do more 
real soon. Thanks for writing! 

Ronald Olson of Sedona, Ariz., 
please write again and give me the titles 
of the Whitey Shafer tunes that you 
want. To Martha McDowell of Mat- 
toon, Ill., you might try writing to 
Nyles Henson, c/o Twitty City, Hen- 
dersonville, TN 37075, and come visit 
us at the Inquirer office! Also, Mrs. C. 
J. Wilkins from Kansas City, MO. 
(She has absolutely no sense of humor) 
who feels I should be hung and quarter- 
ed because I’m not familiar with actor 
Mickey Rourke. I enjoy reading all the 
mail that I receive and will answer your 
questions and inquiries (space permit- 
ting) in this column. Please write to me 
at 860 Murfreesboro Rd., #b-7, Nash- 
ville, TN. 37217. 
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SPECIAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


TO THE FRIENDS AND FANS OF 


\ 





Marty Robbing 


WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED 
BY MARTY’S FAMILY TO CREATE A SPECIAL 


Ch, ¥ ® 
SMarty “Robbins 
COMMEMORATIVE COLLECTORS PLATE 
AN EVERLASTING TRIBUTE TO A GREAT ARTIST 
‘A FITTING REMEMBRANCE TO BE SHARED WITH FAMILY 


AND FRIENDS...TO BE CHERISHED FOR YEARS TO COME! 


CREATED BY RENOWNED PAINTER AND COLLECTOR PLATE ARTIST RUDY 
ESCALERA IT IS 10%” IN DIAMETER AND BANDED IN GOLD. 


THE PRICE IS $50.00 
TO RESERVE YOUR MARTY ROBBINS PLATE, SIMPLY COMPLETE THE 


ATTACHED RESERVATION APPLICATION AND MAIL TO: 





Hee) OREAT ~ AMERICAN » STARS * 


31762 CAMINO CAPISTRANO / P.O. BOX 605 
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, CA 92693 / (714) 496-6190 


PLEASE ACCEPT MY ORDER FOR 
PLATES AT $50.00 EACH. 


O ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $ 
PLEASE BILL MY BANK CARD O MASTER CARD OVISA 


MARTY ROBBINS COMMEMORATIVE 





























CARD NO. EXP. DATE 

NAME 

ADDRESS APT. NO. 
CITY STATE ZIP 
SIGNATURE 





MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: GREAT AMERICAN STARS 
COMPLETE SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR FULL REFUND. 
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Compleat Records 
Sign Contract On | 
_Kim and Karmen 


Compleat Records President, Charles 
Fach, announces the signing of Kim and 
Karmen to Compleat’s country music 
division. 

Kim and Karmen, daughters of 
Harold Reid of The Statler Brothers, 
have been singing and writing together 
professionally since 1980. Their twin 
harmonies have garnered them appear- 
ances on ‘Hee Haw’’, “That Nashville 
Music,” and numerous country and 
state fair shows. 

Recently, Kim and Karmen recorded 
several of their self-composed songs at 
Young’Un Sound Studios in Nashville. 
Their producer, Jerry Kennedy, who 
also produces The Statler Brothers, 
stated "I’ve known Kim and Karmen per- 
sonally for many years and I’m happy to be 
working with them professionally. They 
have an honest harmony that only emerges 
from a family blend.” 

Growing up among The Statler Bro- 
thers, the sisters are completely at ease 
in the music industry. The older of the 
duet, Kim, formed her own band, ‘‘Kim 
Reid and The Class of ’79’’ when she was 
just 16 years old. At 17, her first pub- 
lished song, ‘Who Am I To Say’’ went 
number one for The Statler Brothers. 

Kim and Karmen will have their first 
Compleat single released this month. 
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Who says making a video of your new record is all hard work. Steve 
Wariner doesn’t seem to think so. He is surrounded by lovely actresses are 
David Hogan, producer of the video. The video was filmed on Steve’s new 
RCA single, ‘Why Goodbye’. 


Briefs... 
RCA Records has recently signed two new 


N 


artists, Hillary Kanter and Keith Whitley. 


Hillary, of Miami, Fla., sang with Julio 
Inglesias on his recent tour. She is a writer 
for Tree Publishing and an accomplished 
harpist, pianist and guitarist. She will be pro- 
duced by producer/writer Even Stevens. 


Keith is a traditional country performer . 


who has worked with J.D. Crowe and New 


South as a guitarist...also the Ralph 
Stanley Band. 

RCA is also buzzing over the recent signing 
of Eddy Raven, who has a super smash hit 
with his song, ‘'I’ve Got Mexico”. Eddy, who 
is one of the best writers in the business 
today, is also one of the best singers. He has 
never truly gotten the “behind-the-scene”’ 
efforts he deserves, until now. 
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Amy Grant Breaks 
Christian Barriers 


Amy Grant, who has frequently been 
tagged as ‘‘the Michael Jackson of Gospel 
Music’, continues to break old barriers 
almost daily with her popular brand of 
Contemporary Christian Music. 

Ms. Grant, who previously became 
gospel music’s first white female artist 
to ever have an album certified gold by 
the RIAA, which she accomplished with 
“Age To Age’, has also become gospel 
music’s first white solo act to ever be 
awarded the NARM award for ‘‘Best 
Selling Gospel/Spiritual Album’’, which 
she recentlv received for the same LP on 
Myrrh Records. 

Ms. Grant completed a 52-city 
“Straight Ahead” tour on May 19, when 
she performed in Washington, D.C. 


Dennis Inks Zella\ 


Compleat recording artist, Zella, 
recently signed a co-management deal 
with Marv Dennis or Marv Dennis and 
Associates in Nashville. 

Dennis will work with Al Bello of 
Reno, Nevada as Zella’s co-manager. 

Commenting on his new association 
with Zella, Dennis stated, ‘Having been 
a performer, I enjoy working with an 
artist who has real talent and can deliver 
when given the opportunity. Zella can do 
that.’ 
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Coal Miners Jamboree Has 37 Country Music Headliners 


Country music promoter Jack Litten 
today announced a star studded line-up 
for this year’s Greene County (Pa.) 
Coal Miner’s Jamboree to be held 
September 1 and 2. . 

In making the announcement of the 
two-day, 21 hour country music event, 
Litten introduced _ Mike Hopkins, 
former general manager of Jamboree 
U.S.A. and the famous Jamboree In 
The Hills out of Wheeling, West 
Virginia, as the coordinator and 
producer of this year’s show. 


Thirty-seven top country music acts 
will headline this year’s Coal Miner’s 
Jamboree, being billed as the World 
Series of Country Music. 


The line-up includes George Jones, 
Loretta Lynn, Jerry Lee Lewis, 
Conway Twitty, Gail Davies, Razzy 
Bailey, The Kendalls, Carl Perkins, 
Faron Young, Margo Smith, Billy 
Crash’? Craddock, John Conlee, 
Tompall and the Glaser Brothers, 
Helen Cornelius, Jacky Ward, 
Jeanie Pruitt, John Hartford, Mack 
Vickery, Sandy Powell, Johnny 
Russell, the Blue Ridge Quartet and 
The Southern Knights. 

Also joining the two-day event will be 
the legendary Webb Pierce, and a 
legend from Jamboree U.S.A., Doc 
Williams. 


~ 


Hopkins said former Jamboree star 
Lionel Cartwright and the I-40 
Paradise Band will add still another 
touch of class to the show. Cartwright 
and band are regulars on the popular 
1-40 Paradise show seen on The Nash- 
ville Network. 

Also appearing will be Nashville 
Now’s Darlene Austin, along with the 
all girl band, Tina Carol and Nashville 


Satin; Pat Garrett, Sharla Wah- 


burn, the Brower Brothers, Larry 
Lee Jones, Abilene, Shawn Thomas 
and former Jamboree StarQuest winner 
and Jamboree regular Cindy Ritter. 

The voice of Bob Evans Sausage, Jack 
Barlow, will serve as master of cere- 
monies, and will be assisted by 
comedian Jack Ripley. A great blue- 
grass group, Dog Run will be the fill 


Loretta Lynn Pays Tribute To 


International country superstar 
Loretta Lynn presented a tribute to 
country music’s all-time legend, Ernest 
Tubb, recently a+ Billy Bob’s Texas. 

The Tribute featured many of Tubb’s 
friends in a salute to ‘'The Texas Trouba- 
dour’. All money raised from ticket 
sales was used to set up a foundation in 
Tubb’s name, to help entertainers in 
financial need. 

Born in Texas, Ernest Tubb has been 
honored as one of the all-time greats 
by the Country Music Association, and 
is one of the great legends to be inducted 
into the Country Music Hall of Fame. 
He was the first country artist to record 
in Nashville, and was one of the first to 
use an electric guitar on record and in 
his shows. His many hits include ‘'Rain- 


bow At Midnight’, “It’s Been So Long, 
Darling,” ‘You Nearly Lose Your Mind,”’ 
“Waltz Across Texas’, and Walking 
The Floor Over You’, among others. 

Tubb has not toured the concert 
circuit since 1982, due to ill health with 
emphysema. 


Huff Headlines 


Jimmy Lee Huff and his band, A Little 


- Bit Of Texas, were the starring perfor- 
mers on a special televised concert for . 


the National Kidney Foundation in 
Texas. 

The special concert will be shown 
from 8-10 p.m. inits entirety over KXIX 
Television in the East Texas area. 

Huff, who records for AMI Records’ 


band, Hopkins noted. 


Saturday’s show will begin at 10 a.m. 
and run until 11 p.m. On Sunday the 
festivities will begin at 10 a.m. and 
conclude at 6 p.m. 


Ticket prices for the two-day event 
are $30.00 each. Individual Saturday 
or Sunday tickets are available at $20.00 
each, Hopkins said. 


Ernest Tubb 


Loretta Lynn, who is a close friend of 
Tubb’s, decided to pay tribute to The 
Texas Troubadour by raising money for 
a Foundation in his name. Performing 
with Loretta Lynn were Cal Smith, 
Johnny Gimble, Red Stegall, and Jerry 


Max Lane and Cowtown. 


TV Show 


in Nashville, one of the leading indepen- 
dent labels, will be doing his first 
national release, ‘The Fool’’ and his new 
single, ‘'Eve’s Dropping Adam’’. Huff is 
produced by Jack Eubanks. 

Huff was chosen by the National Kid- 
ney Foundation in Texas to headline the 
concert because of his popularity in the 
Lone Star state. 
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From Support To Studio... 





RCA labelmates Dolly Parton and Vince Gill take time out to pose 
for the camera while in Nashville recently. Both artists have newly- 
released albums — Parton’s ‘‘'The Great Pretender’ and Gill’s ‘Turn 


Me Loose.” 


To Reception And Television 


Rent Beith Tething 
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The renowned legendary Chuck Wagon Gang are celebrating their 
Golden Anniversary this year of singing country/western/ gospel music. 
The Gang was presented a soth anniversary cake by Copperfield Records 
and they presented a 30 minute concert. Shown during the reception, are, 
front row, from left, Jack Eubanks, producer for the Chuck Wagon 
Gang, Roy Carter, CWG manager, Ruth Ellen Yates, Patricia 
Neighbors and Pat McKeehan, all members of the Gang; back row. 
from left, Wayne Hilton, Southern Gospel A&R Director for the 
Benson Co., Ken Biddie, president of Copperfield Records and Jimmy 
Long, vice president of Copperfield Records. The Benson Company 
distributes Copperfield Records. 
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OKLAHOMA HOBBS...Country singer Becky Hobbs listens intently 
to a playback of “Oklahoma Heart’, her new Capitol /Liberty/EMI 
single. Manning the controls at Disc Mastering Inc. in Nashville is studio 
owner/engineer Randy Kling, a recent winner of Pro Sound News’ 
highest mastering award in the country division. Behind Ms. Hobbs is her 
producer, Blake Mevis. 





The Billy Deaton Talent Agency helped the Nashville Kelly Girl 
Serivce celebrate and salute the city of Nashville during its national Kelly 
Girl Services week by filming commercials and awarding the people of 
Nashville who have dedicated their lives and careers to furthering the 
image of friendliness, good will and southern hospitality to the entire 
nation. The Deaton Agency arranged for some of its acts to participate in 
the week’s activities. Shown, filming television commercials are, from left, 
George Owens, bandleader and road manager for The Faron Young 
Show; country music artist Melba Montgomery, Murrel Counts, 
fiddler for the George Jones Show; country music artist Ray Emmett; 
and country music artist Kelly Foxton. 
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Pete Drake Receives 
African Platinum LP 


Music executive/musician/recording 
artist/publisher/producer Pete Drake 
has always prided himself on being inno- 
vative and it is Drake’s unmistakable 
“touch of creative genuis’’ that has, over 
the years, left its mark on many areas of 
the music industry. 


Most recently, Drake seems to have 
overwhelmed the International scene 
with his unique musical abilities by 
taking five of Nashville’s top ‘‘pickers’’ 
to Johannesburg, South Africa, where 
they helped him create an album on 12 
of that country’s favorite recording 
artists. 

Arriving in Johannesburg on a Thurs- 
day, Drake found the interest in his 
“Nashville Sound” album to be totally 
astounding, and before Monday he had 
become the recipient of a platinum 
album! 


“This represents over 50,000 album sales 
in South Africa,’’ Drake explains, “and 
they had already received back orders of over 
80,000 units.’’ Although Drake has pre- 


tainly never received one before the pro- 
duction had been completed!”’ 

The first American to ever accom- 
plish such a feat in South Africa, Drake 
was hired for the project by Johannes- 
burg’s Chris Kritzinger, who is head of 
that country’s Transistor Records, 
which is serving as the banner label for 
Drake’s newest product. 

Entitled "The Carling Country Collec- 
tion’’, the package is being sponsored by 
Carling Black Label Beer and presents 
one song each by recording artists 
Chrissy Jackson, Tommy Dell, Kenny 
Oliver, Pierre de Charmoy, Vangie 
Coker, Sally Vaughn, Joanna Field, 


Gene Rockwell, Maritza, Lance James, . 3 


Clive Bruce, and Ginger Smith. 

Musicians from Nashville, who 
played on the sessions are guitarist Bill 
Hullett, drummer Terry Feller, bassist 
Randy Best, guitarist Jack Solomon, and 
pianist Bobby Woods. 

Drake, who has produced hits on 
virtually everyone from Ringo Starr to 
Ernest Tubb, and most recently on B,J. 
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Producer Pete Drake relaxes in his office after returning from South Africa 
where he received a platinum album to go with all his other bold and 
platinum records. Drake is an award winning producer. 
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Thomas, has long been Internationally 
famous for his invention of the “talking”’ ° 
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viously been awarded numerous 
platinum albums as a producer in the 
United States, he contends, “I’ve cer- 
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Greenwood Is Gold : 


It’s a long, long journey from being a 
Sacramento farm boy to being the 
biggest new star in Nashville, but the size 
of Lee Greenwood’s talent made that 
trip to the top inevitable. 

With a trio of sudden smash hits (‘It 
Turns Me Inside Out,” ‘Ring On Her 
Finger, Time On Her Hands,” ‘'She’s 
Lying” and ‘Ain’t No Trick’’) from his 
debut MCA LP, ‘Inside Out,” and a 
second album titled ‘'Somebody’s Gonna 
Love Yow’ produced by Jerry Crutch- 
field, Greenwood is the hottest, most 
talked-about new-comer in country 
music. 

Lee is the son of half-Cherokee 
parents who split up when he was just a 
year old. He was raised by his grand- 
parents on a chicken farm near Sacra- 
emto. He grew up with the country 
music of central California, but his first 
musical instrument was the alto saxo- 
phone, which he began playing at the age 
of nine. Although his mother was pro- 
ficient at the piano and his father played 
the saxophone, Lee was self-taught on 
these instruments. 

When his mother remarried in Los 
Angeles Lee left the countryside to be 
with her. He responded to the new set of 
stimuli by absorbing dixieland, rock, 
jazz and soul music from the various 
bands he played with in Los Angeles. 


After atime, Lee’s mother felt that her 
son would benefit musically under the 
care and encouragement of his grand- 
parents and sent him back to Sacra- 
mento in 1958. 


After returning home, he joined the 
Cheste- Band. The Capitol Records 
country/gospel star was extremely 
popular in the Modesto/Fresno area, 
and had his own local television pro- 
gram which Lee appeared on at the age of 
15. Following that, Del Reeves hired the 
young sax player and taught Lee stage 


Artists - Songwriters 


Applications now being accepted for : 
indiviuals and groups to appear on a National 
Television Network weekly program 


Requirments: 


presence and country band showman- 


ship. 

In addition to the piano and sax, he 
also learned to play guitar, tenor and 
alto sax and bass. He performed in 
everything from a symphony orchestra 
to a drum-and-bugle corps. 

Lee has toured regilarly with super- 
stars like The Oak Ridge Boys, 
Alabama, Loretta Lynn, Don Williams, 
Conway Twitty and Ronnie Milsap. 

His distinctive voice can be heard 
singing for McDonald’s and Nestle’s 
Crunch on ad jingles. In the past few 
months Lee has guested on “‘The Tonight 
Show,” “Hee Haw,” ‘Merv Griffin,” 
“Alabama and Friends’ (a_ special), 
“Nashville Alive,” ‘Nashville On The 
Road,” “Fantasy,” ‘That Nashville 
Music,”’ the Country Music Association 
and Academy of Country Music award 
shows and The Nashville Network. 

His first single, “It Turns Me Inside 
Out”’, holds the distinction of remaining 
on the Billboard country music chart for 
a record breaking 22 weeks in 1981. 


On stage he is a ball of fire, one of the 
most dynamic and versatile performers 
in the business. The rare combination of 
his talents make him an enigma. 

“T try to show them my whole life in 60 
minutes,’’ Lee says simply. ‘It’s all the 
music of my experience. I start with five 
or six solid country things and show them 
growth from there. I try to do everything from 
contemporary ballads to rock to ‘Born To 
Lose’. We even do a little banjo pickin’.”” 

Like the various music styles he has 
mastered, Lee Greenwood’s life is a quilt 
of experiences and influences. He has 
climbed from a tiny chicken ranch to a 
stylish Music Row office. He has done it 
with hard work and raw talent. 

Listen closely when you hear him 
sing; for the silvery voice of Lee Green- 
wood is going to turn vinyl into gold. 


_ Must Have Orginal Compositions 

. Multitrack audio or be willing to complete 
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Lee belts out his songs with more feeling than most singers because he crawls 
into the lyrics and interprets what the real soul of them are. 








From a chicken ranch in Sacramento to the bright lights of Las Vegas. Lee’s 
musical journey lead him to Nashville and the kelig lights of superstar. 








Earl Thomas can relate musically to the various aspects of life. He has the 
ability to sell a song with heartfelt meaning. 


Among the many top notch recording 
artists signing autographs at the RCA 
Records booth during Fan Fair will be 
Earl Thomas Conley, whose last five 
singles have reached the top of the 
country charts. 

Since 1981 when he began his ascent 
from relative obscurity with the release 
of ‘Fire And Smoke’, his first number 
one single as a recording artist, Conley 
has pressed on with his timely, thought- 
ful style of music. 

With increasing record sales and an 
expanding concert schedule as a head- 
liner, Conley is on the verge of crossing 
that thin line from star to superstar. He 
is one of the most dominant forces in 
country music of the decade. 

And yet, Conley has not compro- 
mised his artistic values; his music 
remains poignant, blending emotionally 
honest lyrics with contemporary instru- 
mentation and arrangements. 

Much of his current popularity can be 
attributed to two key ingredients: the 
care with which he records his albums 
and the consistent quality of his live 
performances. It is apparent that Earl 
Thomas Conley cares about his ‘music; 
his audience seems to appreciate that. 

With three critically-acclaimed and 
commercially successful ablums behind 
him, Conley is about to release his 
fourth LP in July. ‘‘This album’s gonna be 
the best one yet,’’ he beams. ‘‘I wrote two 
of the songs myself, and Randy Scruggs and 
I wrote the rest of them with the exception of 
one song.”’ 

The team of Conley-Scruggs has been 
a hit combination. Together they co- 
wrote ‘Don’t Make It Easy For Me’, 
“Your Love’s On The Line’”’, and ‘Angel 
In Disguise’, among others. 








Wile I’m on the road living 
almost totally in the fast lane, 
he’s here in Nashville doing 
sessions and being a publisher. 
So we’re able to get a good 
mixture of ideas. 








“Randy's such a good musician,” 
Conley says of Earl Scruggs’ talented 
son. ‘He’s got a lot of good ideas both 
melodically and lyrically. He’s more down 
to earth than I am. But on the other hand, 
the extremities that are involved with my 
life makes it balance out real well. While 
I’m on the road living totally in the fast lane, 
he’s here in Nashville doing sessions and 
being a publisher: So we're able to get a 
good mixture of ideas.” 

The new album was co-produced by 
Conley and his longtime studio partner,. 
Nelson Larkin. “This album has a lot more 
familiar-sounding things on it than any 
things on it than any album I’ve had,” 
Conley explains. ‘‘But it’s refreshing too. 
I don’t know if we’ve tried out any new 
instrumentation on the new album, but 
we’ve tried out some new feels. I’ve grown, 
and maybe melodically my music has 
expanded.” 

Another asset to Conley’s career has 
been his group—the ETC Band. The 


present lineup, which has been playing ~ 


together for the past two years, includes: 
Fred Conley, harmony vocals; Kyle 
Frederick, lead guitar; Melvin Lee 
Watts, drums; Tommy Montgomery, 
piano; Shannon Fontaine, lead guitar; 
and J.D. Williamson, bass guitar. 


By Kelly DeLaney 
Special to The Inquirer 


“We're all kinda growing up together 
out there on the road,”’ Conley says. ‘I 
hadn’t worked on the road that much my- 
self, so we all kinda felt this out together.” 

As was the case with his “Don’t Make 


- It Easy For Me” LP, Conley features his 


band on several tunes on the new album. 
“I’m trying to ease them in there as much 
as I can,” he notes. ‘The studio is a school 
of its own, and it takes time to learn what it 
is and how it’s supposed to be done. Of 
course, the road is a school all its own too. 
The artist has to deal with both—the road 
and the studio—because he has to sing in 
both places.”’ 








Tie artist has to deal with 
both-the road and the studio- 
because he has to sing in 

both places. 





To enhance his recording career, 
Conley has filmed half a dozen music 
videos. His ‘Crowd Around The Corner’’, 
directed by the award-winning David 
Hogan, is a masterpiece. The video cap- 
tures the lyrical vision of aging and its 
nostalgic emotions. 

His most recent video was of ‘‘Angel 
In Disguise’. ‘It turned out excellent,” 
Conley says. “I think all the videos I’ve 
had have been good. ‘Crowd Around The 
Corner’, I tend to think, people don’t want 
to face the idea of that subject. It’s a little 
too close to home. For commercial reasons, 
‘Angel In Disguise’ is much better because 
it’s much more pleasant to deal with. Plus 


there’s a bunch of beautiful ladies in it!” 





Earl Thomas Con 
“Crowd Arounc 


Music videos have helped to rejuven- 
ate sagging record sales in both country 
and pop music. They are not an integral 
part of an artist’s recording career. : 

“Videos have to be entertaining and 
create interest in the album,’’ Conley 
says. ‘Video can destroy some songs, 
because of the image, people aren’t allowed 
to imagine any longer. then it can be detri- 
mental.” ° 








WY deos have to be 
entertaining and create interest 
in the album. Video can destroy 

some songs, because of the 
image, people aren’t allowed to 
imagine any longer. Then it can 
be detrimental. 








While Conley believes video may not 
be suited for every song, he does enjoy 
filming them. ‘Videos are fun because 
they give you an opportunity to try out your 
acting, as far as visualization goes. It’s fun; 
I love it.” 


Acting is another creative venture 
Conley intends to pursue one day. 
“Someone just gave me a script to read,”’ 
he says. ‘But I’m not going to do any film 
unless something comes along that is abso- 
lutely perfect. I’ve still got a lot of things 
to do with my music. There are a lot of 
plateaus to reach yet.” 

Conley’s video work could be a pre- 
lude to an acting career. ‘‘Videos are a 
good thing to do to get used to seeing your- 
self,” he reasons. ‘You don’t really get 





ley takes a moment to relax during the filming of the video for his RCA single, 


| The Corner’’. The video helped depict the song’s realities of life. 


Af you’ve got 14 and 20-year- 
olds in your audience who are 
fans of yours, you have a 
responsibility to them. You 
can’t go out on stage sloppy, 
knee-crawling drunk, or you’ll 
end up with drunks in your 

audience and that’s it. 


to portray characters, because you usually 
don’t talk; you’re just lip synching to the 
music tracks. But it does give you an intro- 
duction to what it might be like.”’ 

Conley has been termed "the thinking 
man’s country artist’’ and indeed he is 
both publicly and privately an intro- 
spective man. He realizes there are cer- 
tain responsibilities that come with the 
mantle of success. 

"I’m becoming more and more aware of 
this everyday,” he says. “If you’ve got 14 
and 20-year-olds in your audience who are 
fans of yours, you have a responsibility to 
them. You can’t go out on stage sloppy, 
knee-crawling drunk, or you’!l end up with 
drunks in your audience and that’s it. It 
depends on whether or not you care about 


your audience; you have a responsibility 


to all of them.” 
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I ’m not going to be a puritan 
to the point that I’m untrue with 
myself, but you do have an 
image to maintain to 


the public. 





Many fans do have a misconception 


of an artist’s life touring on the road ina 
bus, rolling from town to town. “It’s not 
a party; it’s work,’’ Conley says. “You 
have to take vitamins and take care of your- 
self. You don’t really get a lot of sleep out 
there on the road. If you party every night out 
there, you’re gonna wear yourself down until 
you look like somebody ran over you with a 
truck. You travel through all: kinds of 
weather conditions, and you can lower your 
resistance so much that you catch everything 


that comes along.”’ 


. ouring on the road in a bus, 
is not a party; it’s work. You 
have to take vitamins and take 
care of yourself. If you party 
every night out there, you’re 
gonna wear yourself down until 
you look like somebody ran over 

you with a truck. 








“They don’t own you, but in another 
sense, they do own you. They paid to come to 
see you perform and they’ ve bought what you 
have to sell. I’m not going to be a puritan 
to the point that I’m untrue with myself, but 
you do have an image to maintain to the 
public.” 

When he is not touring or recording, 
Conley leads a quiet life in his suburban 
Nashville home with his wife, Sandra, 
and their two children, Ty and Amy. He 
and Sandra have been married for 22 


~ years. He met her while they both were 


in high school. ‘She’s really the only 
person I ever went with,’’ Conley says. 


Earl Thomas believes you owe your audience the “best you can give” both in 
personal appearance performances and on record. He is one artist who never 
shortchanges his audience. 








cae 


Singing from the heart and soul are the mainstays in Earl Thomas Conley’s 
musical makeup. He can turn a song inside out. 


“T think being married and having a family 
can be a constructive adventure. It can be a 
real good base to work from-it’s helped me.” 

Since his boyhood growing up in near 
poverty in Portsmouth, Ohio, Conley’s 
life has been a creative odyssey from 
which he constantly molds his future. 
“Angels are not going to walk. into 
your life,” he advises. ‘You have to 
create your surroundings. The future has to 


~ be filled with the opportunity to create any 


kind of life we want.” 


Conley’s music reflects his values, the 


things which are important to him. 
“You fight to find out who you are,” 
he says, ‘‘what your style is and what you 
have to say. The hardest thing to find is a 
style of your own. You can’t really sell some- 
body else’s style.” 

Earl Thomas Conley’s music spans an 
emotional rainbow from joy to sorrow, 
and it reaches that intangible point 
where truth and fiction become one, 
and we recognize ourselves. His style is 


more than unique; it also comes from 


the heart of humanity. 0 
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Music, Horses, Racing 
Are Karen’s Interests 


If you are familiar with the Tennessee 
rodeo circuit you might already know 
Karen Brooks. 

She’s that long, lean, lovely quarter 
horse rider and barrel racer. 

If you study songwriting credits you 
might already know her name. She’s the 
writer of Rosanne Cash’s hit ‘‘Couldn’t 
Do Nothing Right” and of Emmylou 
Harris’ ‘Tennessee Rose.”’ 

Music and horses have been the 
central interests of Karen’s life ever 
since she was a girl. She was raised in 
Dallas by her mother, a successful film 
makeup artist, and she “always had 
horses, and always wanted to be a cowgirl.” 
Being a daughter of Texas, her riding 
interests seemed to come naturally. But 
being the daughter of someone in the 
arts, musical creativity was second 
nature to her, too. 

A chance meeting with Jerry Jeff 
Walker’s Lost Gonzo Band ata rehearsal 
in Dallas changed that lifestyle, hoe- 
ever. After being captivated and infected 
with thier creativity and spirit of fun, 
she decided, ‘‘This is the life for me. I 
decided then and there, that nothing else 
was ever gonna make me happy if I didn’t 
get into music.” 

Under the production leadership of 
Emmylou’s Brian Ahern, however, 


Karen Brooks has found enough time 
away from the farm to record a stunning 
L.P., ‘Walk On.” On it, she revives 
chestnuts like the old Dionne Warwick 
hit “Anyone Who Had A Heart’ and 
Roy Orbison’s bluesy “Candy Man,” 
which features Little Feat piano player 
Bill Payne. For Orbison, Brooks 
originally wrote “Under The Stars,”’ and 
her ‘‘Every Beat Of My Heart” also has a 
touch of Roy’s dramatic, emotion- 
drenched style. 

The Rodney Crowell song that Bob 
Seger recorded, ‘Shame On The Moon,” 
is another standout track. Randy 
Sharp’s lovely "If That’s What You’re 
Thinking’ has a Spanish language 
passage; and “New Way Out’ features 
that songwriter on piano, while his 
harmony vocal graces ‘Under .The 
Stars.”’ “Country Girl” comes from the 
gifted guitarist Albert Lee; and ‘Shores 
Of White Sand” is from the pen of Car- 
lene’s ex-husband Jack Routh. Karen’s 
own “Walk On” is the juciest slice of 
country-rock on the package. 

““] still want to win so bad at the rodeo,” 
says Karen Brooks of her burning am- 
bition to prove herself as a cowgirl. She 
doesn’t have to worry about musical 
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success, through. Her very first record Singer, songwriter, rodeo rider, barrel racer, performer....what has all these 


is a blue-ribbon winner. 


to do with Karen Brooks? She wears all these titles and wears them well. 


FOR YOUR TOTAL ENTERTAINMENT NEEDS 


Festivals 


Lonzo & Oscar 
Osborne Brothers 
Alex Houston 
Robyn Young 
Challengers 

Toni Jo McAllister 


Fairs 


Sullivan ond Beox Talout Agexey 


1300 Division, Suite 103 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 256-4325 


Jean Shepard 
Charlie Louvin 
Harold Morrison 
Bonnie Graves 
Tiny Wellman 
Steve Ricks 


Concerts 


| Stage Shows 


Leona Williams 
Wilma Lee Cooper; 
Tommy Jennings 
Crossover 

Tommy Joe Nix 
Gary Thurmond 





COUNTRY MUSIC 


T. G. SHEPPARD: "SLOW BURN”. Warner Brothers Records. 
Producer: Jim Ed Brown 

We don’t know how he does it, but every album that T.G. cuts has the potential 
of all the songs in it becoming singles. The trick is to look for exceptional material 
and then cut it with the interpretation of pure artistry, as T.G. does. He could take a 
bad song, though, and make it good. This is one of his most brilliant efforts to date. 
Selections include “Somewhere Down The Line”’, “Don’t Fight The Night”, ‘She Put 
The Sad In All His Songs”, “Baby I’M-A-Want You”, “Slow Burn’’, ‘Blank Check’, 
“Arthur and Alice’, “How Lucky We Are’’, ‘First Things First’’, ‘It’s A Bad Night For 
Good Girls”. A must for your record library. 


GEORGE JONES: “Jones Country”? Epic Records: 
Producer: Billy Sherrill 

The greatest voice in country music takes a batch of songs, some new, some old 
and turns them into classics in this album. A song is never the same once it has been 
sung by Jones. He makes the songs so uniquely his own that something is sadly 
missing when you hear them sung again by another. Here is an album of classics. 
“Radio Lover’, ‘Dream On”, “Hello Trouble’, ‘Burning Bridges’, ‘Wino The 
Clown”, ‘You Must Have Walked Across My Mind Again’’, ‘'I’d Rather Die Young 
(Than Grow Old Without You)”, “The Girl At The End Of The Bar’, ‘One Of These 
Days (But Not Tonight)’’, and ‘Famous Last Words”’. 
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THE GREAT PRETENDER 


DOLLY PARTON: "The Great Pretender’ RCA Records: 
Producer: Val Garay : 

This is a seasoned collection of oldies done in the true Parton style. She probably 
fulfilled a lifelong dream of cutting these oldies. The best tune on it is Save The Last 
Dance For Me”. It would be good to hear Dolly cut some new country tunes she has 
written herself like “Jolene” and ‘Turn, Turn, Turn’, “Downtown”, ‘We Had It All’, 
“She Don’t Love You (Like I Love You)’’, ‘We'll Sing In The Sunshine’’, ‘I Can’t Help 
Myself”, “Elusive Butterfly”, and ‘The Great Pretender’’. 


EMMYLOU HARRIS: **White Shoes’? Warner Brothers Records. 
Producer: Brian Ahern 

Has Emmylou ever cut a bad album? We don’t think so and this one is no exception. It 
offers a wide variety of songs done in the style that has made Emmylou renown. The title 
selection, ‘‘White Shoes’ is one of the better offerings. Other selections include 
“Drivin’ Wheel’’, ‘Pledging My Love’’, ‘In My Dreams”’, "On The Radio”, ‘It’s Only 
Rock ‘N’ Roll”, “Diamonds Are A Girl’s Best Friend’, ‘Good News”’, “Baby, Better 
Start Turnin’ ‘Em Down’’, and “Like An Old Fashioned Walt’. 





C6 UN TRY Maw Ss. 'C 


16 


News Briefs... 


AMI Records artist Jimmy Lee Huff 
has a lot going for him these days. He recently 
took delivery on a new silver eagle bus, which 
is outfitted in all the comforts of home. 

When most artists look for a band, they 
hire the players individually. Jimmy Lee was 
so impressed with a band called ‘‘A Little Bit 
Of Texas’’ that he hired the whole band right 
on the spot. The show is a ‘“‘knock-out’’with 
Jimmy Lee performing in a style that is 
making him the talk of the business. 

His new AMI single, “‘Eve’s Dropping 
Adam” is popping up on radio playlists 
around the country like wildfire. 

Watch him...he’s destined for great things. 
He is a true stylist and what a talent!!! 


The nationally famed WNOX Radio 
sponsored Tennessee Barn Dance has 
kicked off with a great start with all the talent 
being set by Honey Younger of the Deaton 
Talent Agency. 

The show is broadcast live over WNOX to 
23 states from the WNOX Auditorium in 
Knoxville, TN. Among the guests who have 
already appeared are Kelly Foxton, Bobby 
Lewis, Sheb Wooley, Melba Mong- 
gomery, Speck Rhodes, Faron Young 
and Sandy Posey. Slated to appear soon are 
Johnny Patton, Johnny Russell, David 
Houston, Dave and Sugar, John Wesley 
Ryles and Stan Hitchcock. 


Kelly Foxton has recently opened shows 
for Vern Gosdin and Jim Glaser, as well 
as being the Grand Marshall for the Mayhaw 
Festival. 

Upcoming dates include a tour of Hawaii. 


The Statlers have just completed their 
fourth music video. The “Atlanta Blue’’ clip 
was produced by Nashville’s own Scene 
Three and was shot at various locations in 
Atlanta. 

The song is the title cut of their 24th album 
produced by Jerry Kennedy. 

The Statlers came through Nashville 
recently to view the clip and begin work on 
an old standard they have wanted to record 
for a long time. 

Harold’s daughters, Kim and Karmen, 
were in town recording for their new label, 
Compleat Records. 


Kathy Mattea has been on the road again! 
Just recently, she opened a show for label- 
mates, The Wright Brothers, at the 
Carlton in Bloomington, MN and two shows 
for Don Williams at the Turn Of The Cen- 
tury Club in Denver, CO. 

Her set included a spoons solo on “My 
Window Faces The South,” and a capella 
powerhouse version of Odetta’s '‘Timber’’. 

In Bloomington, The Wrights invited 
Kathy on stage to sing lead on ‘Morning Sky’’, 
as they harmonized. 


The Wright Brothers debut album, 
"Easy Street’, produced by Jim Dowell and 
Mike Daniel has just been released. It con- 
tains their current single, ‘Southern Women’’, 
a feisty bluegrass rendition of the Beatles’ hit, 
“Bight Days A Week,” along with eight other 
solid country hits. 

You’ll notice that the group has a more 


contemporary look and a new member, 


John Wesley McDowell Ill. 

During a recent engagement at the Carlton 
(Bloomington, MN), Tom Wright travel- 
led one afternoon to Redwing, MN to pur- 
chase an antique saddle to add to his old 
western cowboy culture collection. His 
collection includes all sorts of collectibles 
from the 1880’s and 1890's, such as spurs, 
guns, lariats, holsters, chaps and cuffs. 


“Surprise” is quite an appropriate title for 
Sylvia’s latest album release. On the cover, 
Sylvia sports a totally new look, perfected 
by photographer Francesco: Scavullo of 
Cosmopolitan Magazine fame. 

Another “surprise” is Sylvia appearing on 
The Nashville Network’s ‘Country Sports- 
man” show. She will be deep sea fishing in 
Puerto Rico with Lee Greenwood and 
George Lindsey. 


Louise Mandrell is back on the road 
touring after a long rest, which was on the 
order of her doctor. She took a month long 
vacation after the doctor told her she was 
exhausting herself. 

She has been involved as a guest on 
several radio syndications, including 
“Country Close-Up” for Narwood Pro- 
ductions. 


Sierra’s second single, “Love Is The 
Reason”’ has just been released on Awesome 
Records. The song, produced by Nelson 
Larkin, is expected to surpass their first 
national chart record, “Branded Man’’. 

They are now being booked by the Laven- 
der Agency. 


Slim Whitman’s new album, ‘Angeline’, 
produced by Bob Montgomery has a duet 
selection with his son, Byron, on it. The 
song is ‘Four Walls’’. 

Slim recently appeared on Nashville Net- 
work’s ‘New Country’ performing several 
songs from the new CBS album. 


Incidentially, while Slim is one of Europe’s 
biggest country stars, he just recently com- 
pleted a 30 day tour of Great Britian, his 
first in over five years. 


The Kitty Wells Show, featuring 
Johnny and Bobby Wright, recently com- 
leted a tour of the Northwest under the 
direction of Pat and Jack Roberts. 


Alabama’s third annual June Jam, held in 
Ft. Payne, AL., is scheduled for June 9. The 
group annually holds their big show to raise 
money for charities in their hometown and 
home state. 

The superstar country rock group has also 
been busy breaking attendance records all 
over the country with their current tour. 
Since January Alabama sold out the Green- 
ville Coliseum for three consecutive nights. 
Setting a house gross and attendance record 
according to Jack Sands, the venue manager. 

Total attendance for the three nights was 
18,229 for a gross of $227,862.50. The 


(Continued on Page 20). 
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BEST WESTERN HALL OF FAME 
242-1631 


1407 Division Street 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 


Live Country & Western Entertainment! 
The BEST Beles to stay in Nashville! 


SOUND TRACK LOUNGE 


Now Appearing at the Hall Of Fame’s 
Sound Track Lounge 


Recording Artist 
PHIL BAUGH 


HAPPY HOUR 4-8 p.m. 


er 


SPECIAL PACKAGE 
For the Commercial Travler 
Corporate Rate 





FOR THE BEST BUYS IN HARD TO FIND MARTY ROBBINS 
ALBUMS & OTHER COUNTRY MUSIC ALBUMS & TAPES. 


GRAND OLE GOSPEL Featurin: 


Box Car Willie & Various Artists 


1. Golden Treasurers (Roy Acuff) 

2. Great Speckled Bird (Roy Acuff) 

3. Where Could | Go But To The Lord (Roy Acuff) 

4. Life’s Railway To Heaven (Boxcar Willie) 

5. | Saw The Light (Boxcar Willie) 

6. Crying Holy Unto The Lord (Bill Monroe) 

7. Clinging To A Saving Hand (Bill Monroe) 

8. If | Could Hear My Mother Pray Again (Drifting Cowboys) 
9. Wings Of A Dove (Ferlin Husky) 

10. Last Mile Of The Way (Hank Snow) 


Catalog # MS-L 1870 


JOBNAY. CASH & JERRY LEE LEWIS 
. Ballad Of A Teenage Queen 

2 Rock Island Line 

3. Born To Lose 

4. Doin’ My Time 

5. | Could Never Be Ashamed Of You 

6. Whole Lotta Shakin’ Goin’ On 

7. Don't Be Cruel 

8. What'd | Say 
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. Money 
0. High Schoo! Confidential 


Catalog #1816 Cassette 01816 


Cassette MS-C 1870 


THE BEST OF HANK WILLIAMS 
ORIGINAL DRIFTING COWBOYS 
1.1 Thought | Heard You Calling My Name 
. There'll Be No Teardrops Tonight 
. Remington Ride 
. I'd Trade All My Tomorrows 
San Antonio Rose 
Cimmaron 
. Blues Stay Away From Me 
. Slowfoot 
You're My Special Something 
10 | Heard My Mother Calling My Name 
11. Whistling Rufus 
12. Rag Mop 


Catalog # BW 111 


ANY ALBUM OR TAPE ONLY $6.50 
We have MARTY ROBBINS ALBUMS! 


J.D. SMITH CO. 
860 Murfreesboro Road / Suite #B-7 
Nashville, TN 37217 / (615) 366-6534 


HOW MANY 


DESCRIPTION 


LP or TAPE 


NUMBER PRICE 

















POSTAGE $1.50 





TOTAL 





ADDRESS 





city 





PHONE 


STATE/ZIP 


* ARE YOU TRYING TO LOCATE A MARTY ROBBINS ALBUM? 


TITLE 





$1.50 will cover ali cost of postage, handling and shipping on any order. 
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A Girl Named Gus 


She’s not easily pegged... Would you 
expect her to be? 

First, there’s her name. A girl named 
“Gus’’ isn’t likely to fit the average 
stereotype of a country female singer. 
But then again, why would she? 

Then there’s her sound...earthy, 
lusty, sensual, belting vibrato which 
can shade into defiant heartbreak on the 
edge of one note. Not your average 
country female sound by a long shot. 
Try to imagine twice the sound! 

Then, there’s her experience. Not a 
lot, at least not the kind you read about 
in biographies. 

Gus Hardin’s experience doesn’t 
show up on paper, it shows up in her 
voice. Experience toughened by living, 
softened by loving. Late nights singing 
country-blues-pop-rock in Tulsa clubs. 
Building a following that paid the bills 
and taught her how to reach her 
audiences. 

Performing with her band in smoke- 
filled rooms where the best measure of 
an artist’s talent is counted in bar 
receipts at closing time. There was time 
spent working with Leon Russell and 
Denny. Cordell in the Shelter Record 
days, cutting an album with musicians 
like J.J. Cale and Russell. The tracks 
were great, remembered Gus, but the 
album never came out. 

There was a tour of Alaska and Green- 
land, and a few dates opening for Mel 
Tillis, Johnny Paycheck and the Oak 
Ridge Boys. 






















e Howto submit your songs 











~@ What is a (commercial song) 








Contracts 








A lot of people got impatient with 
Gus, wanted her to go for broke, try for 
the “big time,”’ move to Nashville where 


recording futures are dealt kike stock. 


shares. But she was in no hurry, she says: 
She always knew that when the time was 
right... 

Eventually, impressed by her talent, 
three executives of Giant Petroleum 
Company formed a subsidiary division 
called GPC Entertainment, specifically 
to promote and manage Gus Hardin’s 
career. Through them, she was brought 
to the attention of attorney Ralph 
Gordon and ultimately RCA Records. 

Admittedly knocked out by what he 
heard, RCA Nashville vice president Joe 
Galante signed her and paired her with 
Muscle Shoals producer Rick Hall. The 
result of their collaboration is evident 
in her first single, “After The Last 
Goodbye.”’ 

“A lot of artists have hit records because 
the song was great or the groove was great 
or the promotion was great,’ says Rick 
Hall. ‘But only occasionally does one come 
along with a sound so unique and exciting 
that they create their own hit records...Gus 
Hardin is that act. I have no doubt at all 
that Gus can be not only a number one 
country artist, she can be a number one pop 
artist as well.” 

These accolades come from a man 
who has produced major hits on Aretha 
Franklin, Etta James, Candi Staton, 


_ Wilson Pickett, the Osmonds, Mac 


Davis and Jerry Reed. (Continued on Page 21) 


Her sultry, sensual sound is as different as her name....a girl named Gus. 
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NOW AVAILABLE ON VIDEOCASSETTE 


VAS or BETA 


e How to improve your songwriting 
| ¢ How to read and understand song writers 


e How to recognize song sharks and rip offs...and much more 


at $29.95 each, plus $3.00 S/H 























Easy step by step instructions for beginners 


198 4 


Only $29.95 Each Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling 


THE BUSINESS OF 
SONGWRITING VOL. I 


Learn From Professionals 


LEARN GUITAR WITH 
BRUCE OSBON VOL. I 


(Formerly with Porter Wagoner) 


Includes: Tunning — Reading Music — Chords 
Special segment on thumb picking style 


Learn Guitar the Easy Way from a Professional. 
With An Introduction By Porter Wagoner. 


A Must For Songwriters Send to: 
invaluable Information Osbon Video Prod. 
Order Now P.O. Box 110477 
Please send copy(s) of “The Business of Songwriting,’ ae 


Send me ______ copy(s) of Learn Guitar with Bruce Osbon 








OO VHS OR CO BETA For $29.95 each, plus S/H. 
Name Name 
Address Address 
City State Zip Gay ele ees tt Se aetna oY Riazi 
Check LJ) Money Order L] Check Money Order LJ] VHS -] Beta 











Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 








~] 








Send to: 
Dennis Bieker ¢ P.O. Box 110269 ¢ Nashville, TN 37222 
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Kathy Mattea’s Success Is ‘Street Talk’’ 


~Kathy Mattea is a true Music City 
success story. 

Just five years ago she was a green kid 
from rural West Virginia who happened 
to have a beautiful voice. 

Today, she’s Mercury/PolyGram’s 
most promising new female country/ 
pop singer. Her persistent belief in her- 
self and her special talent is what helped 
Kathy hold on through five lean years of 
waiting on tables, singing demos and 
hoping for a foot in the door. 

Her big break finally came last year 
when she was signed by Mercury/Poly- 
Gram, who wasted no time releasing her 
debut single, ‘‘Street Talk”, which 
charted immediately. Now her first LP, 
“Kathy Mattea” is here, featuring the 
catchy single plus her latest 45, the 
touching ballad, ‘Someone Is Falling 
In Love.” 

Kathy first showed a strong interest in 
music at an early age. The daughter of a 
chemical plant worker, Kathy was born 
on June 21, 1959 and raised in Cross 
Lanes, West Virginia, a tiny dot on the 
map that’s ‘named for the stoplight,” 
Kathy chuckles. 


"T loved Buffy Sainte-Marie and James 
Taylor when I was in high school,”’ Kathy 
recalls. Her musical horizons began ex- 
panding when sheentered West Virginia 
University. There she joined a bluegrass 
group called Pennsboro in 1976. The 
group played “‘newgrass” music in the 
student beer halls. 





¥ 70 Rooms 
2 Suites 


6 King Size + 9 Queen Size « 55-2 Double Beds 


Swimming Pool 


Major Credit Cards Accepted 


When Pennsboro’s principle song- 
writer graduated and moved to Nash- 
ville to try his luck in late ’78, Kathy 
quit college to accompany him. The duo 
made their Music City debut at the 
famed Exit/In and began making the 
rounds of song publishers with their 
tunes. 

After less than a year on Music Row, 
her partner abandoned the music busi- 
ness to return to West Virginia and 
medical school. Kathy was determined 
to stick it out, however. 

First there was the matter of survival. 

Her natural friendliness and outgoing 

manner got her a job as a tour guide at 
the Country Music Hall of Fame in no 
time. . 
“T must’ve given that tour a million 
times,”’ says Kathy. ‘But, you know, the 
more I listened to the classic country music 
in the museum, the more I liked it.”’ 

Still, hollering at tourists all day 
isn’t particularly good for your voice, 


so Kathy had to leave that job. 


She subsequently worked as a wait- 
ress and insurance secretary. Every 
second of her off-work time, though, 
was dedicated to making her voice 
known on Music Row. Little by little, 
she began accumulating recording 
studio experience, singing demos for 
songwriters and jingles for regional food 
brands, banks and utilities. Musicians 
loved working with her. 

Her sure sense of pitch, wide range 
and quick-study abilities made her a 
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valued co-worker. Gradually word of 
her talent began to spread along pro- 
ducers, songwriters and publishers. 

Her first break came in early 1982 
when Combine Music began using her as 
the voice on its song demonstration 
tapes. For that company she sang the 
demo, ‘We Did But Now You Don’t’, 
that caught the ear of Conway Twitty, 
‘who later recorded it. 

Soon ATV Music, Peer-Southern, 
Chappell, Welk, Cedarwood and the 
other major Nashville song publishing 
companies began using her voice too. 
She sang the songs of stellar writers like 
Bob Morrison, Max D. Barnes, 
Layng Martine, Ed Penney, Jerry Gilles- 
pie and dozens of others. Bobby Golds- 
boro hired her to sing backup in his 
road band. 

Her local notoriety began to grow. 

In early 1983 a tape Kathy compiled 
of some of the best of the demo songs 


came to the attention of PolyGram’s ' 


Frank Jones, through the efforts of her 
current producers, Byron Hill and Rick 
Peoples (PolyGram A&R). This won 
her an exclusive recording contract with 
Mercury/PolyGram. 

Now her debut LP proves that Kathy 
Mattea’s early belief in herself was well- 
founded. 

What started with lots of scattered 
“street talk”’ on Music Row has resulted 
in one of the most promising debuts to 
come out of Nashville in quite some 
time. 
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From tour guide to recording star with a 
few steps in between is the route that is 
leading Kathy Mattea to stardom. 
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(615) 883-5789 
44 Quality Dealers 


Open 7 Days A Week 


MUSIC * WORLD SERIES OF COUNTRY MUSIC x WORLD SERIES OF COUNTRY MUSIC x WORLD & 


Greene County 
Coal Miners Jamboree 


Presents 


World Series of 
Country Music 


Sat. Sept. Ist and Sun. Sept. 2nd 
21 Hours of Live Country Music 


Featuring* * 

*George Jones *Billy “Crash” Craddock 
Loretta Lynn John Conlee 
Conway Twitty Tompaill and the Glaser Bros. 
Jerry Lee Lewis Helen Cornelius 
Gail Davies Jack Barlow (M.C.) Jacky Ward 
Razzy Bailey Jack Ripley Jeanie Pruitt 
The Kendalls John Hartford 
Carl Perkins Pat Garrett 
Faron Young Cindy Ritter 
Margo Smith Johnny Russell 
Mack Vickery Sandy Powell 
Blue Ridge Quartet The Southern Knights 
Webb Pierce Doc Williams 
Tina Carol & Nashville Satin Darlene Austin. 
Abilene Brower Brothers 
Larry Lee Jones Shawn Thomas 
Lionel Cartwright & I-40 Paradise Band Sheila Washburn 


2-Day Tickets $30.00 @ 1-Day Ticket $20.00 Sat. or Sunday ® Camping Permits $20.00 for Weekend ¢ Located 
near Waynesburg PA I-79 Exit 3 or 4 e All children 12 and under free with parents ¢ PH 412-725-5212 
VISA-MasterCharge Fz ** Schedule subject to change All sales final rain or shine * 

Info may be obtained by sending S.A.S.E. to: 


Greene Co. Coal Miners Jamboree BOB EVANS oF ee 


fina ‘nae Restaurants & Sausage BUSCH. 
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(Continued from Page 16) 

group also sold out the Huntington (WV) 
Civic Center two months in advance. This 
was the first time in almost three years the 
venue sold out prior to the concert date. 

This impressive information was recently 
stated in the RCA Corporate stockholder’s 
newsletter. 


Kenny Roger’s album, ‘Eyes That See In 
The Dark’ has been certified double and 
triple platinum. Quite an achievement! 

Kenny and Dolly’s duet, "Islands In The 
Stream” has been certified platinum. 


Dolly Parton, on a recent promotional 
campaign to plug her new album, ‘'The Great 
Pretender’’, told one reporter she is writing a 
new movie script for Jane Fonda, Lily 
Tomlin and herself. 

Dolly was also promoting her new moyie, 
"Rhinestone’”’ with Sly Stallone which pre- 
mieres this month in Nashville. 

Be looking for Dolly’s new country album 
that will be released soon. By the way, her 
single, ‘'You Are’ remained in the number 
one position on the Dutch charts for four 
weeks. 


Charley Pride recently returned from a 
tour to the United Kingdom with stops in 
London, Portsmouth, West Drayton, 
Glasgow, Aberdeen, Newcastle, Southport, 
Harrogate, Coventry, Manchester, Bristol, 
Ipswich,West Sussex and Eastbourne 
(whew!), and other towns. : 

By the way, Pride recently surpassed his 
own attendance breaking record at the 
Houston Astrodome, selling one million 
tickets. 


Talk about songs being found in the 
strangest places. According to Waylon 
Jennings, the legendary Hank Williams 
had a shoebox he put things in. Among the 
items in the shoebox was a song called, 
"Cowboys Don’t Cry”. 

Waylon was so moved by the song that he 
performed it on the stage of the old Ryman 
Auditorium for the recently televised 
specia!, ‘‘Country Goes Home’’. 


Deborah Allen and her husband, writer 
Rafe Van Hoy, have been burning the mid- 
night oil writing new hits and working at the 
Castle studio in Nashville on her new up- 
coming LP. 

Rumor has it that there are definite songs 
that equal her last hit, “Baby, I Lied’. 

Deborah and Rafe were on hand for the 
first annual US-101 Vein Drain which was 
sponsored by WUSY in Chattanooga, Tn. 
As a result of their efforts, the station was 
able to collect 353 pints of blood for the local 
blood banks. 


Seen on Showtime Cable Network per- 
forming on the USS Constellation Aircraft 
Carrier for the Hank Williams Jr., TV 
special are Earl Thomas Conley, Alabama, 
Waylon Jennings, Gus Hardin and Sylvia. 
The filming was done non-stop before a live 
audience of 10,000 people. 

The special will be a multiply-aired pro- 
gram throughout 1984. 


BEBeSeesese & BG 
Earl Thomas Conley, who is featured in 


this month’s centerspread, was the recent 
subject of a four page spread in Stereo 


Review. He has also added his name to a 
roster of musicians endorsing Dean Markley 
strings. 


Leon Everett drew the name of Carson 
Lee Kemp, Fayetteville, NC, as the winner 
of a. $12,000 sweepstake sponsored by 
Barber Publications of Columbus, GA. 

The drawing took place in the studios of 
WGUS Radio in Augusta, SC. The 20-year- 
old unemployed mechanic entered his name 
in the contest from a coupon clipped from an 
issue of Southeastern Job Directory, a re- 
gional, weekly publication that lists job 
opportunities throughout the southeast. 


“Mama He’s Crazy (Crazy Over Me)” 
are the lyrics from the new single from The 
Judds, the mother and daughter team that 
is taking the country by storm. 

They recently performed for 35,000 
truckers at the American Truckers Associ- 
ation Convention held in Anaheim, CA. 
They were representing the new ‘'Texas Night 
Train” program, which is aired seven nights 
a week over the 250,000 watt XERF Station 
in Del Rio, TX, and heard all over the world. 


Another note on The Judds. They recently | 


had their first concert appearance on a show 
with the Statler Brothers in Arzaben Coli- 
seum in Omaha, NB. Not only was it their 
first concert performance, but they played to 
a capacity crowd of 90,000! They worked 
with the Statlers for nine shows. 


Gus Hardin will be featured in US Maga- | 


zine in an up-coming issue, and her new LP, 
“Fallen Angel” is a People Magazine pick 
this month. 

Gus’s new single for the album, is "I Pass”. 


Len Wade is the newest addition to the 
PolyGram country division. His debut 
single, “Close Enough To Love,” written by 
Ben Peters and produced by Jerry Kennedy 
will be released soon. The native of Birming- 
ham, AL is a self-taught musician accomp- 
lised on piano, guitar, bass, drums and 
trumpet. He has performed with the likes of 
Herbie Hancock, Count Basie, Sam & Dave 
and Brenda Lee. 


Tari Hensley has been in the studio with 
producer Larry Rogers. We can expect a 
single out in the next several weeks. Tari’s 
performance on ‘‘Hee Haw”’ will air July 7th. 


Leona Williams is becoming one of 
Nashville’s hit songwriters. She penned 
Merle Haggard’s number one ‘‘You Take Me 
For Granted,” and his current top 20 
single, ‘Someday When Things Are Good.” 

Leona wrote her just released’ single for 
the label, ‘My First Night Away From Home,” 


* (Walter Haynes producer). 


The Maines Brothers Band will be 
living their new single, ‘'Amarillo Highway,” 
from the “High Rollin”’ album, when they 
travel to Amarillo to perform with Mel 
Tillis and Brenda Lee at the KMML radio 
show. 

Lloyd Maines’ steel guitar work can be 
heard on six songs on Joe Ely’s MCA release, 
“Hi-Res.” 


INQUIRER 
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Come on Over and Join Us At: 


The 
STATION INN 


402 12th Avenue Phone 255-3307 


OPEN SIX NIGHTS A WEEK 
Tuesday - Sunday 
Music Begins at 9 p.m. 


Beer-Pizza-Sandwiches-Snacks 


LIVE 
BLUEGRASS 
MUSIC! 


For an enjoyable evening of music in a 

friendly and casual atmosphere, come to 

THE STATION INN, Nashville’s most 
popular Bluegrass Club! 


“THE SUE HIATT & BUDDIE SMITH SHOW” 


North Carolina Duet Team Sue Hiatt & Buddie Smith will be in Nashville 
May 25th to tape television shows at Opryland. Sue and Buddie will also be 
meeting with Country Music Inquirer’s Carol Palmer concerning show dates. 


Sue and Buddie have been spending a lot of time in sessions lately recording 
songs the two have written and making plans for an album. 


This team works hard together planning their shows which consists of separ- 
ate shows each performance and ending up with their duet shows. 


They are available for show dates through: 
Grace Hall 

1300 Division St. / Suite 205 

Nashville, TN 37203 


Be sure to purchase their single: ‘‘Ashes of Love” through the: 
SUZANNA DIAMOND PUBLISHING COMPANY 
P.O. Box 4 
Sedalia, NC 27342 





Gus 
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In college, Gus majored in speech 
pathology and deaf education before she 
dropped out to pursue singing. She’s 
still communicating with her voice, only 
now she’s doing it in the studio and on 
the stage. 


Gus Hardin is honest, open, raw, and 
sensitive. She’s a new talent about to 
happen. 


With Gus, what you see is what you 
get...a girl named “Gus” and a voice you 
aren’t likely to forget in a long, long time. 


Moonshine! Records 
Releases 4 Singles 


Moonshine Records has announced 
an ambitious release program for the 
next six weeks. 

Scheduled releases are comprised of: 
O.B. McClinton’s ‘Honky Tonk Tan’, 
Kikki’s ‘Everyday People”; Rex Allen, 
Jr.’s ‘Dream On Texas Lady’’; and The 
Nichols Brother’s ‘‘That’s When You 
Know”’. 

O.B. McClinton is the newest ad- 
dition to the label’s roster and his 
“Honky Tonk Tan’ single is being rush 
released. 


Randolph & Rice, 


Incorporated 


“Don’t Guess, Get The Best” 
For the Finest in Electronic Supplies 
Proudly Serving Music City, U.S.A. 

Just A Step Away...or Call 


255-5601 


1213 McGavock St. 


Nashville, TN 





Southern American 


Record Pressing Co. Inc. 


Custom Records 
Full Service Pressing 
from Tape to Disc 
Call Collect for Prices 


(615) 256-2521 


305-11th Avenue South 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 


Talking Bible Company presents... 
The World’s Best Selling Book 


“Bible. 


CASSETTE TAPE 


Send Check or 


Money Order 
1300 Division St. 


Suite 105 615-255-6090 
Nashville, TN 37203 615-255-6092 


$39.95 


New Testament 


$79.95 


Old Testament 


Five Popular Translations to choose from 


* KING JAMES VERSION « NEW AMERICAN 
STANDARD ¢ NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION » LIVING BIBLE VERSION 

* REVISED STANDARD VERSION 





Advertise now in the New Classified 


Section of ‘Country Music Inquirer’! 
Be the first to advertise any concerts, 


festivals, fan clubs or Special services. 


Start your advertising just in time for 
tourist season. Don’t pass up your 


chance! Take advantage of the lowest 


rates around, only 50¢ per word per 
insertion. (10.00) minimum. Mail your 
message along with check or money 
order right away to: 

COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
1300 Division St./ Suite 205 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
615/255-6090 





POEMS SET TO MUSIC 
FREE DEMO./ 
DEMO’S & LEAD SHEETS 
MADE, MUSIC LESSONS 
ON TAPE. 


Sight & Sound Studio / P.O. Box 535 
Hazelton, PA 18201 





BANDS LOOKING FOR 
WORK! 

Send Promotion Pack or call JERRY 
Nashville Circuit / P.O. Box 994 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072 
(615) 859-7131 
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1984 24 
RECORD IN NASHVILLE 


We offer a full Nashville recording session, 
with nationwide promotion & distribution. 
Also—promotion and _ distribution on 
sessions not recorded in Nashville. We 
guarantee everything with a contract. Regis- 
tered with Better Business Bureau. Write or 
call King’s Universal Records, 60 Music 
Square West, Nashville, TN. 37203. 
1-(615)-329-0093. 





Thanks to the many fans who wrote about 
my book, “Hank Williams From Life To 
Legend”. The book is available for $6.00. 
post-paid. — JERRY RIVERS 

Send $6.00. to: LEGEND, 

P.O. Box 121585, Nashville, TN 37212 











JUDD RECORDS 


is looking for new talent. 
Past Hits include original recordings of: 
“WHOLE LOTTA SHAKIN’ GOIN’ ON” 
“SEE YOU LATER, ALLIGATOR” 
“ONE MONKEY DON’T STOP NO SHOW” 
“SILVER THREADS & GOLDEN NEEDLES” 


Write today for further details. 
JUDD RECORDS 
c/o James Satterwhite 
1300 Division St. / Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 











PREMIER RECORD 
PROMOTIONS 
will promote your record. For information 
call (615) 256-1497 or write: 
P.O. Box 1013-03 Nashville, TN 
37210-1301 


Let Your Favorite Recording 
Artist Tell You What Time It Is! 


First Time Offer! 





Moving? 


Country Music Inquirer would like 
to be notified of your new address at 
least 4 weeks in advance. If you are 
planning a move, please attach your 
mailing label in the space provided. 
CMI can not be responsible for 
issues not delivered to your new 
address unless we are notified in 
advance! We don't want you to miss 
a single issue of Country Music 
Inquirer!! 


For This Unique 
ALBUM CLOCK 


personalized to the 
artist of your choice, 
send you name, address, the name of 


your favorite artist and $25.00 
(inc. shipping) in cashiers check or M.O. 


= “to: 
ALBUM CLOCK 
Rt. 5 - Box 70 
Goodlettsville, TN 37072 


PLACE OLD LABEL HERE 


FROM RECENT ISSUE 


NEW ADDRESS 
Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
Phone 





RETURN TO: 
Country Music Inquirer 
1300 Division St.,/Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 


Thanks America! 


For your acceptance of my new single 


"ALL-AMERICAN MUSIC” 


The Country Blue-Grass blend is by the world’s best 
musicians and it is rapidly becoming the ‘FASTEST 45 
ALIVE’’ — making the American dream come true for us 
at RING’O Sound Records. 


From the Album DINK RINGO, SONGWRITER 


$2.00 ppd $5.00 ppd 
for the single for the album 
‘All-American Music’ ‘‘Dink Ringo, Songwriter’ ’ 


RING’O SOUND RECORDS 
P.O. Box 9315 
Charlotte, NC 28299 
704-888-6373 





Like The Country Music Explosion 


COUNTRY 
SONG 
ROUNDUP 


Is Getting Bigger 
And Better 
All The Time! 


Don’t miss out on your subscription to the all- 
new Country Song Roundup, the most complete 
country music magazine on the market today. 
Country Song Roundup now features: 

*More pages 

*More photos 

*More interviews 

*More words to songs 

*More of everything you sajoyed ls before 

Country Song Roundupis respected by both the 
fans who read it and the stars who are featured in 
it. It covers the world of country music so com- 
pletely that nothing else even comes close. 

Each month, Country Song Roundup carries 
up-to-date features on the stars who make country 
music come alive. Interviews with people like 
Dolly Parton, Loretta Lynn, Kenny Rogers, Merle 
Haggard, Charley Pride, Dottie West, Alabama, 
Conway Twitty, and more, are packed into each 
issue of Country Song Roundup. 

In addition, Country Song Roundup covers 
reviews of the latest albums and carries candid 
photos that can't be found anyplace else. An added 
bonus is the popular question and answer section 
with country superstar Bill Anderson. 

After you read through one issue of the new 
Country Song Roundup, you'll see for yourself 
that it’s the best country music magazine that your 
money can buy. 

Don't be left behind when the all-new Country 
Song Roundup hits the newsstands. Order your 
subscription today! 


i 
COUNTRY SONG ROUNDUP Dept. CMI 
CHARLTON BLDG., DERBY, CONN. 06418 


Exp Date 
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Interbank No 


LES 
VISA 
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Mastercharge 
Visa Bankamericard No. Over Name 


Customer Phone No 
ustomer [000 
Customer Signature 


Name 
Address 


City: ah ote ae iat A ea State, Zip 
Gentlemen: Enclosed is Cash OD Check 0 Moneyorder 0 


Canada please add 25'%,-foreign 50%, 
0 $9.00 for 6 issues 
0 $1700 for 12 issues 
ONew Subscription (check one) O Renewal 


Please enter my subscription to COUNTRY SONG 
ROUNDUP today. 
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CHARLIE WALKER’S Latest Release 


“WE THANK GOD FOR THE ROSES” 
“Request your local Radio Station to play it! 


Charlie’s Super Recitation ‘Little League In Heaven” is on the flip side. 


We Supply Custom Records & Tapes 


Call Our TOLL FREE Number for a 
Personalized Quotation 
on Your 45’s, Albums, or Cassettes. 


1(800)251-3464 
MUSSION) 


RECORDS, inc. 


44 Music Square East Nashville, TN 37203  (615)256-4951 © Toll Free 1(800)251-3464 





